Welcome Home Warrior Ceremony  - Representational Funds
QUESTION:

Can you assist us with guidance on using the GPC account for food/refreshments served at a Welcome Home Warrior Ceremony.  The POC for this event at USARC is advising us that we can, but I don't know exactly what reference to use as a guide post. According to AR 715-XX, representational funds can be used, but we don't have access to that.  Can you provide any insight before we go down this slippery path?  Thank you.

ANSWER:

This request would have to be reviewed by your SJA and a determination made if there is a pot of money for this purpose and if fiscal law will permit this.  I know of nothing that allows for food to be served at any ceremony.  

Access to representational funds is limited to installation commanders as far as I know.  To access those funds requires the commander to have a separate account exclusively for representational fund expenditures and EACH charge on that account is required to be approved by the SJA.  Since you are not on an installation, I do not think you have any representational funds.

The representational funds are available to an installation commander because they sometimes entertain local officials (mayors, senators,

congressman) and need to serve alcohol and food.  These commanders need the flexibility to entertain like a non-federal entity can and that is why they have special appropriated funds.

You need to have your SJA look for the fiscal law clause that would allow this use of the card.  Ray

